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USO, MEXICO'S NATIONAL AUTONOMOUS UNIVERSITY TO SIGN HISTORIC AGREEMENT 
An historic agreement, the first to establish academic and cultural 
relations between a U.S. university and the National Autonomous University 
of Mexico (UNAM), will be signed On Friday, February 24 by University of 
San Diego presi~ent Author E. Hughes, Ph.D., and Dr. Octavio Rivero 
Serrano, rector [president] of the Mexican institution. 
The signing ceremony will take place at 10:15 a.m. in the Joseph P. 
Grace Courtroom, USO School of Law in the presence of UNAM officials and 
representatives of the University of San Diego. The public is invited. 
The cooperative agreement, initiated by USD's Mexico-U.S. Law 
Institute and its director, Dr. Jorge Vargas, will initially impact 
programs in the School of Law but will over time extend to other academic 
units in both institutions, involving activities such as exchange of 
faculty, student exchange, and information sharing. The agreement, said 
USO president Hughes, "marks the initiation of a closer and brighter 
relationship between Mexico's major university and the University of San 
Diego. 11 
The Mexico-U.S. Law Institute, which was instrumental in the 
formulation of the agreement, was created as a complement to the 
international programs conducted by the USO School of Law in different 
countries over the past several years. The Institute's major objective 
is to serve as a forum for the exchange of ideas relating to better 
- more -
UNIVERSITY OF SAN DIEGO 
USD-UNAM Agreement 2 - 2 - 2 - 2 
understanding of the legal systems of the United States and Mexico. Its 
activities include legal research, academic exchanges of law professors 
and students, summer courses in both countries, legal training programs, 
conferences and symposia, and the examination of legal opinions regarding 
the application of Mexican la~. 
UNAM, one of the world's largest academic institutions and the first 
university in this hemisphere, was created in Mexico City by royal decree 
on September 21, 1551. In 1933, Mexico's Federal Congress enacted 
legislation recognizing the university's autonomy. With 23 campuses in 
Mexico City, a campus in San Antonio, Texas, and other scattered throughout 
Mexico, the university today offers graduate degrees in 54 professional 
careers, 135 masters' programs, and 50 doctorates. Each year some 40,000 
students are admitted, and enrollment stands at 300,000. 
Rivero Serrano has been rector of UNAM since January, 1981. Prior to his 
election to the post, he was director of UNAM's vast School of Medicine. 
A leading authority on lung disease, he belongs to more than 40 scientific, 
academic, and medical societies worldwide and is the author of more than 
50 articles published primarily in Mexico. 
He will be accompanied to the USO campus by physicist Carmen Taguena, 
general director of academic exchange at UNAM, and Dr. Jorge Hernandez y 
Hernandez, general director of information and communications. 
Principals in the agreement and invited guests will meet for a 
celebratory breakfast at 9 a.m. in the French Parlor, Founders Hall, on 
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C O N F E R E N C E 
FRIDAY) FEBRUA RY 24J 1984 
GRACE COURTROOM) SCHOOL OF LAW 
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING SIGNING 
CEREMONY WHICH WILL TAKE PLACE AT 10:15 
DIGNITARIES AT USD FROM NATIONAL 
AUTONOMOUS UNIVERSITY OF MEXICO AND 
DR, JORGE VARGAS) DIRECTOR U,S,-MEXICO 
LAW INSTITUTE) UNIVERSITY OF SAN DIEGO, 
PRESS I.D, REQUIRED 
PARKING AVAI LABLE IN VISITORS SPOTS ON THE EAST SIDE 
OF DESALES HALL ACROSS FROM LAW SCHOOLJ NEAR SECURITY 
OFFICE, 
